The data entry of all the questionnaires was done by a trained team of 38 data entry personnel under 3 supervisors through the custom built IT application. h) Data checking: The entered data was sample checked for accuracy of data entry.
Sampling Strategy
Government of Andhra Pradesh launched a fully funded demand-side financed cashless inpatient health care scheme covering 21.5 million poor families in the state, with the objective of offering protection against catastrophic health care expenditure, starting from April 2007. This scheme, known as Rajiv Aarogyasri Scheme and implemented by Aarogyasri Health Care Trust (AHCT) of Government of Andhra Pradesh, is the oldest and largest demand-side financed inpatient health care scheme in India.
A cross-sectional study was done through a multi-stage stratified survey conducted during April and May 2013 in all the 23 districts of Andhra Pradesh. Urban and rural mandals form the grass-root level administrative units within a district. All the 1074 rural mandals and 268 urban mandals in the state were surveyed. Villages in rural mandals and wards in urban mandals were considered as Primary Stage Units (PSU). Two PSUs were selected through simple random sampling with replacement from each mandal in the state. The households within a village or ward formed the Second Stage Units (SSU). Three strata were formed for the SSUs viz., families who underwent at least one in-patient treatment under Rajiv Aarogyasri Scheme during the last 365 days (RAS stratum), families who underwent at least one in-patient treatment but all of them outside Rajiv Aarogyasri Scheme during the last 365 days (non-RAS stratum), and families who did not have any member admitted in a hospital as an in-patient during the last 365 days (Out patient stratum).
The SSUs in the three strata were selected through Simple Random Sampling With Replacement (SRSWR) from the list of households. The Civil Supplies Department of Government of Andhra Pradesh (GoAP) maintains a database of all households in the State which totalled 245,57,811 consisting of 29,83,106 Above Poverty Line (APL) and 215,74,705 Below Poverty Line (BPL) families as on 1st March 2013. The BPL family list of Civil Supplies Department was utilised for the purpose of drawing random samples from each PSU for the different strata. The sampling from the RAS stratum was done from the AHCT data repository. In case the sampled household fell into a stratum from which a household was already surveyed, resampling was done till a household from the unsurveyed stratum was identified. One SSU or household was identified for survey from each of the strata. Three households (SSUs) one from each strata were surveyed from each of the selected village/ward (PSU).
Quality Control
After the survey each questionnaire was scrutinised by the supervisor. Resurveys of the same household were conducted by the supervisor along with the surveyor in all cases where the surveyed form failed the inspection. A total of 6696 households were surveyed, with 2232 households from each stratum. A team of 38 trained data entry persons entered the data in a custom built IT application. The primary data in the survey forms was entered manually while the rest of the data in the forms which involved simple arithmetic operations was auto populated by the IT system.
Constraints
A limitation of the survey was that it was confined to the poor families which possessed a BPL card issued by GoAP. Though 87.7% of population were in possession of BPL cards, there is a likelihood that some of the eligible poor families were not in possession of the BPL cards and ineligible APL families were in possession of BPL cards.
Privacy
An informed consent was obtained by the surveyor before starting the survey. Permission was given by Government of Andhra Pradesh to the author for publication of the data [2] . We have de-identified and anonymised the dataset to the maximum extent possible [3] . Publication of the dataset may not likely present any risk to confidentiality of study participants. The following steps were taken to protect privacy:
• Characteristics such as age, land possessed and family size were classified into intervals. • The BPL card number which identifies the family was not captured in the questionnaire. Each family in the dataset was given a running serial number.
• The village to which the family belongs was replaced by a serial number.
• No provision was made to enter the names of family members in the data entry screen of the IT application, instead family members were assigned running serial numbers in the dataset. The details such as age and family size will be provided on a case by case basis. 
